
Lesson 5:

Eutrophication and algal blooms…

why too many nutrients can be a bad thing.
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Stop and Jot:

When is too much of a good thing a bad thing?

Now, Turn and Talk and share your thinking with a partner.  
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Group discussion and sharing:

Each group review your main conclusions or claims about the relationship between 
increased rainfall and water quality. Be ready to share your thinking.

Class check-in:  What substances in the water increased after heavy rainfalls?

Table Talk:

So what?  Nutrients are necessary for life, so when would very high levels of 
nutrients in water be a bad thing?  What problems might this cause?

As a group, make a prediction and be ready to share.
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Cause and Effect:
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Infographic analysis:

For each infographic you are about to see, talk with a partner about the following 

questions and be ready to share your thinking:

1. What is the “story” being told?  What is being explained?

2. What types of images are being used and how do they help tell the “story” or 

develop the explanation?

3. What type of data are included, if any?  If there are data, how do they help tell 

the story or explain something?

4. How are the different parts of the infographic (images, data, printed 

information) organized?
5



http://www.miseagrant.umich.edu/
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http://www.miseagrant.umich.edu/
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Infographic basics….

The next slide presents the basic components of a good 
infographic:
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How does climate change appear to be affecting the Lake 
Erie watershed?  

In particular, what is the relationship between 
increasingly severe rain events and water quality 
on the Lake Erie watershed?  

How can I explain and represent this relationship?
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What you need to have in YOUR infographic:
1. A “story” or explanation with a beginning, a middle, and an end
2. Images that help make this story visible and more clear, that “bring it to life”

3. Data that are well organized and that support the visuals and add support to 
the story or explanation

4. Limited use of text that help develop the explanation.. not too much, but just 
enough

5. Use of organization, structure, and visuals to highlight a main message or 
take away that answers the essential question

6. Sources of information should be listed at the bottom, but they can be small!
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