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Date: _____________________________________

Field observation team: ________________________

Water Temperature: ___________________________

Habitat type: o Ditch   o Stream   o River   o Pond   o Wetland   o Lake

Description:____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Soil: o Sandy   o Rocky   o Clay   o Silt   o Sediment

Description:____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Shoreline Vegetation: o None   o Moderate growth   o Dense plant growth   o Wooded

Description: _ __________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Aquatic vegetation: o None   o algae   o floating plants (ie, lilypads)   o submerged plants  
o rooted plants (ie cattails)

Description: _ __________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Water clarity: o Clear   o Somewhat clear   o Cloudy (turbid) 

Description: _ __________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Water movement: o Still  o Slow moving  o Gently flowing  o Fast moving

Description:____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Water depth (if known)_________________________

Living organisms_____________________________

Description:____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Aquatic Habitat Data Worksheet

Study location:_______________________________

Weather: __________________________________

Vertebrates:_________________________________

Macroinvertebrates: _ _________________________
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Observation Illustration and Sum
m

ary
Use the space below

 to draw
 or photograph significant details of the aquatic habitat at this site. W

rite a short sum
m

ary of the habitat based on field observations, notes, 
and illustrations. Be sure to record any other characteristics of this particular aquatic habitat. Additional factors m

ight include fallen logs or other objects in the w
ater, 

proxim
ity of w

ater to buildings or roads, w
hether the shoreline is altered in any w

ay by hum
ans (e.g. m

ow
ing, etc) 

Based on the habitat illustration and sum
m

ary above, 
m

ake a predication about w
hich species of freshw

ater 
fish m

ight live in this type of habitat and w
hy. Refer to 

habitat cards for exam
ples. 

Habitat prediction: ____________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Aquatic Habitat Data W
orksheet
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W
a

rm
w

a
t

er Fish
(higher than 75 d

egrees)

B
la

c
k
 b

u
llh

e
a
d

A
m

eiurus m
elas

H
ab

itat: P
ond

s, sloughs, and
 sluggish p

arts of 
creeks and

 rivers; in shallow
 and

 often  
silty w

ater.

B
lu

e
g
ill

Lepom
is m

acrochirus
H

ab
itat: Vegetated

 lakes and
 slow

-m
oving 

stream
s. P

refers w
eed

y areas w
ith lily p

ad
s  

and
 other aq

uatic vegetation.

C
o
m

m
o
n

 c
a
rp

C
yprinus carpio

H
ab

itat: P
rim

arily w
arm

 rivers and
 inland

 lakes. 
Tolerant of silty and

 turb
id

 environm
ents. 

B
ottom

-feed
er.

L
a
rg

e
m

o
u

th
 b

a
ss

M
icropterus salm

oides
H

ab
itat: W

arm
, w

eed
y, or b

rushy lakes 
and

 p
ond

s, b
ayous, b

ackw
aters, and

 q
uiet 

stream
s.

Co
o

lw
a

t
er Fish

 
(higher than 65 d

egrees b
ut less than 75)

N
o
rth

e
rn

 p
ik

e
Esox lucius
H

ab
itat: C

ool to m
od

erately w
arm

, w
eed

y 
lakes, p

ond
s and

 sluggish rivers.

P
u

m
p

k
in

se
e
d

Lepom
is gibbosus

H
ab

itat: C
ool, w

eed
y p

ond
s, sm

all lakes and
 

slow
-m

oving stream
s.

S
m

a
llm

o
u

th
 b

a
ss

M
icropterus dolom

ieu
H

ab
itat: C

lear, gravel-b
ottom

 runs in flow
ing 

rivers; shallow
 rocky areas of lakes.

W
a
lle

ye
S

ander vitreus
H

ab
itat: C

old
, clear w

aters of lakes and
 

stream
s. P

refers sand
, gravel or rock b

ottom
. 

S
eld

om
 found

 in m
ud

-b
ottom

ed
 w

aters. 

Ye
llo

w
 p

e
rc

h
P

erca flavescens
H

ab
itat: Thrives in a variety of locations,  

includ
ing q

uiet p
ond

s, stream
s w

ith little  
current, and

 large and
 sm

all lakes. A
lso found

 
in the G

reat Lakes.

Co
ld

w
a

t
er Fish

 
(less than 70 d

egrees)

B
ro

o
k
 tro

u
t

S
alvelinus fontinalis

H
ab

itat: C
old

, clear lakes and
 stream

s. 

C
h

in
o
o
k
 sa

lm
o
n

O
ncorhynchus tshaw

ytscha
H

ab
itat: D

eep
 op

en w
aters of the G

reat Lakes. 
S

p
aw

ns in trib
utaries in autum

n.

D
e
e
p

w
a
te

r sc
u

lp
in

M
yoxocephalus thom

psonii
H

ab
itat: C

old
, b

ottom
 w

aters of the G
reat 

Lakes. 

E
m

e
ra

ld
 sh

in
e
r

N
otropis atherinoides

H
ab

itat: P
elagic (op

en w
ater) sp

ecies found
 in 

large lakes and
 rivers.

L
a
k
e
 w

h
ite

fi
sh

 
C

oregonus clupeaform
is

H
ab

itat: C
old

, d
eep

 w
aters of the G

reat Lakes; 
cold

, d
eep

 inland
 lakes.

S
o

urces: 
Fishes of the G

reat Lakes R
egion

M
ichigan Fishes (M

ichigan S
tate U

niversity and
 M

ichigan D
ep

t. of N
atural R

esources)
R

eview
ers: G

erald
 R

. S
m

ith; S
olom

on D
avid

M
ore than 160 sp

ecies of fish thrive in the G
reat Lakes region. A

ll sp
ecies tolerate cold

, near freezing w
ater 

tem
p

eratures for several m
onths every year. H

ow
ever, d

uring w
arm

er m
onths, fish can b

e group
ed

 b
y w

ater 
tem

p
erature p

reference. Listed
 here are som

e com
m

on fish sp
ecies and

 their hab
itat.




