
MICHIGAN IS A BOATING STATE
With 750 marinas and nearly one million 
registered boats, Michigan is one of the top 
boating states in the nation. This popularity 
can take a toll on the environment. Each year, 
hazardous substances are inadvertently released 
into Michigan’s waters as a result of common 
boating practices. These releases can harm fish 
and wildlife and degrade our shared aquatic 
resources.

CLEAN MARINAS PROTECT  
MICHIGAN WATERS
Clean Marinas voluntarily review their 
stormwater management, fueling and cleaning 
practices to reduce impacts to water quality and 
the coastal environment.

FIND A CLEAN MARINA
For an interactive map of Clean Marina locations, 
as well as wave, wind and water temperature 
information for across the Great Lakes region, 
visit glcleanmarina.org/locations.

WHY PATRONIZE A  
CLEAN MARINA?

Taking your business to a Clean Marina 
helps protect Great Lakes water quality 

and the coastal environment.

GREAT LAKES

LITTERING – REDUCE, RECYCLE  
AND CONTAIN TRASH

n  Avoid products with  
plastic or excessive  
packaging.

n  Purchase drinks in  
recyclable containers  
and recycle them.

n  Use a reusable water  
bottle.

n  Prevent trash being  
thrown or blown  
overboard, including  
cigarette butts.

FUEL/OIL SPILLS –  
PREVENT AND CLEAN UP

n  The Clean Water Act prohibits  
the discharge of oil or oily 
waste into water. 

n   Follow best practices for 
fueling.

n  Maintain your bilge. 
n  Properly dispose of oil 

absorbent materials. 
n   Use preventative equipment 

like a fuel/air separator  
along your vent line. 

Employ some of the 
following steps to help 
keep our waters healthy. 

BE A GOOD BOATING 
STEWARD
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GREAT LAKES

EVOLUTION
The Network evolved from the Green Marina 
Education and Outreach Project (2010-2013), a 
collaborative effort of Great Lakes states Clean 
Marina programs. The project served to increase 
communications and resource sharing across  
Clean Marina programs in the Great Lakes region. 

The Network quickly expanded from three to six 
Great Lakes Clean Marina programs. Resource 
managers, marina operators, Sea Grant experts and 
others collaborated on the development of regional 
resources and crafted a common mission for future 
Great Lakes Clean Marina efforts.

WHY HAVE A NETWORK?
Network activities support and improve  
existing Clean Marina programs.  
The network continues to  
support educational opportu-
nities, including in-person 
workshops, as well as online 
training and webinars for 
marina operators, that  
help lead to certification. 

GREAT LAKES  
CLEAN MARINA NETWORK

The Great Lakes Clean Marina 
Network is a group of Great 
Lakes marina and boatyard 
stakeholders brought together 
by a common goal: share 
knowledge and resources that 
promote environmentally sound, 
economically feasible practices that 
protect the Great Lakes. 

It consists of representatives from 
private industry, government 
agencies, universities and non-profit 
organizations.

GREAT LAKES

Trash and waste in our 
lakes is ugly, dangerous 
to humans and wildlife, 
and illegal to dump. 
Boaters are the first line 
of defense.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Dispose of all recyclables and trash 
on shore.

PROPER WASTE DISPOSAL

ANTI-FREEZE 
n  Only use propylene glycol (pink, blue or clear).
n  Dispose of at a marina, automotive center  

or county drop-off station.
n  Do not pour into a storm sewer or  

septic system.

BATTERIES 
n  Return to battery retailer for recycling. 
n  Don’t just throw out! Find a household 

hazardous waste or drop-off center.

OIL
n  Your marina or household hazardous waste 

drop-off centers can help.
n  Recycle! Recycled motor oil is made into new 

lubricants, easing demand on oil. 

OIL FILTERS
n  Drain, crush and recycle oil 

filters; ask your marina 
about it. 

n  If you can’t recycle your 
filter, still recycle the oil. 

GREAT LAKES

WASTE CONTAINMENT 
AND DISPOSAL

CLEAN CAREFULLY
n  Wash frequently with a 

nonabrasive pad and plain 
water. 

n  If using detergent or cleanser, 
select the least toxic product 
for the job.

n  Use soaps that are phosphate 
free, biodegradable  
and nontoxic. Use sparingly. 

n  Wax the boat. 
n  Clean teak with a mild soap and abrasive pads or 

bronze wool. 
n  Avoid detergents that contain heavy chemicals.
n  Try alternative cleaning products (see back side).

BE A CONSCIENTIOUS CONSUMER
Read product labels. Labels reveal the degree of 
hazard associated with a product. 

For example: 
n  DANGER = extremely flammable, corrosive  

or toxic.
n  WARNING = moderately hazardous.
n  CAUTION = less hazardous.

Select products that contain no 
warnings or which merely  
caution consumers. 

BOAT CLEANING  
BEST PRACTICES 

As you clean and maintain 
your boat, help keep the 
environment healthy too. 

GREAT LAKES

WELCOME KIT CONTENTS

FLAG (MBIA MEMBER OR STANDARD)
35” x 55”

CERTIFICATEKEY FLOAT

DECALS (MBIA MEMBER OR STANDARD)
4” x 6”

CHAMOIS / TOWEL
12” x 17”

MARKETING AND PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS Not to scale.

 

Your Marina Name 
City, Michigan 

Expiration Date: 
October 31, 2015 

Certified facilities are subject to recertification 
at regular five-year intervals. 

the certification or recertification of Michigan Clean Marina for meeting prescribed environmental practices 
and the implementation of proactive best management practices that enhance water quality for the health and 

enjoyment of current and future recreation boaters throughout the State of Michigan. 

The Michigan Clean Marina Foundation 
has conferred upon 

On behalf of partners Michigan Boating Industries Association, Michigan Sea Grant, and Michigan Department of Environmental Quality. 
 

REUSABLE BAGFUEL BIBS

The Michigan Clean Marina Program is a cooperative effort of the Michigan Boating Industries Association, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and Michigan Sea Grant.  
Financial assistance for this program is provided, in part, by the Michigan Clean Marina Foundation, a 501 (c) (3) organization, and Michigan Coastal Zone Management Program,  

Office of the Great Lakes. In addition, the program is supported by the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative through the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

michigancleanmarina.org


