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Included in this presentation: 
• Status and trends 
• Priorities and challenges 
• Options 
• Tools and resources 
• Local case studies 

– Park master planning 
– Blue Water Sportfishing Club 
– Bay Port Fish Company 
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For more information, 
contact: 

Lynn Vaccaro, coastal 
research specialist 

Jim Diana, professor of fish 
ecology 

Mary Bohling, extension 
educator 

Natural Resource Protection and Access 



Priority Strategies 
• Conserve a network of shoreline, riparian and wetland areas 

for water quality, public access and recreation.  Purchase 
public land for recreation and protect natural resources from 
further development; expand green infrastructure. 

• Expand community involvement in environmental issues – 
promote local field trips, onsite underwater and freighter 
cameras, service projects for schools, and volunteer 
restoration and monitoring programs. 

• Promote local fishing opportunities through seminars about 
targeted fishing techniques, tournaments, festivals and 
informational materials. 



Protection, Access, Participation 
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1)Fishing 
  
2) Coastal Lands 
 



Changes in Lake Huron 

• Mussels 
• Muck, phragmites 
• Food web 
• Charter fishing 
• Sport fishing 
• Commercial fishing 
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Changes in Lake Huron 
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Less Prey Fish in Lake Huron 

Graph? 



Less Fishing Activity 

 



Native Fish are Doing Well! 



Changes in Lake Huron 
• Re-organized food web, in part due to 

mussels.  Less salmon and perch, more 
walleye, lake trout and bass. 

• Declines in charter fishing. 
• Less shoreline fishing, more walleye fishing, 

especially in Saginaw Bay. 
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Challenges 

• Preferred fish (salmon) have declined 
• Poor public perception of fishery 
• Changing youth culture, less interest in fishing and 

hunting 
• Many fishing businesses, charters, have left or closed 
• Limited expertise for targeting the new near shore 

fishery 
• Fishing and tourism communities work separately. 
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Priority Strategies 
• Promote local fishing opportunities through 

seminars about targeted fishing techniques, 
tournaments, festivals and informational materials. 

• Expand community involvement in environmental 
issues. 
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Options: 
 Charter fishing 
 Sport Fishing 
 Fishing tournaments 
 Commercial fishing 
 Community involvement 

 



Charter Fishing 

• Friendly marinas with fish 
cleaning stations 

• Partnerships with restaurants – 
hook to cook 

• Diversify charters 
– Sightseeing, diving 

• Guided fishing 
– Kayak fishing 
– Wading for bass or carp 
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Sport Fishing 

• More information about 
fishing opportunities 
online, in visitor centers 

• Youth events 
• Workshops to build 

expertise 
• Kayak fishing 
• Bass fishing 
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• Connect tournaments and festivals 
• Create a circuit of tournaments 
• Support high school or college teams 
• Diversify events 

– Youth categories 
– Biodiversity competition 

Fishing Tournaments 
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• Opportunity to 
expand commercial 
fishing to outer 
Thumb (Harbor 
Beach, Port Sanilac) 

• Promote fishing: 
cultural heritage, 
tourist attraction 
and local food 

Commercial Fishing 
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• Youth stewardship projects (ask Sea Grant) 
• Underwater cameras at marinas (ask Kathy) 
• Barge tracking (ask Chester) 
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Community Involvement 



Discussion 
• Promote local fishing opportunities through 

seminars about targeted fishing techniques, 
tournaments, festivals and informational materials. 

• Expand community involvement in environmental 
issues. 

Options: 
 Charter fishing 
 Sport fishing 
 Fishing tournaments 
 Commercial fishing 
 Community involvement 
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Tools and Resources 
• Fact sheet – Changing Fishery of Lake Huron 
• Recreation profiles: 

– Charter fishing 
– Tournament fishing 

• Whitefish cookbook, websites 
• Examples 

– Tournament Trail 
– Fish Point Lodge 
– Leland Fishtown 
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Current Projects 

• Bay Port Fish Company  - 
Forrest Williams 

 
• Blue Water Sportfishing 

Association  - Judy Ogden 
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Priority Strategies –  
Protection, Access, Participation 

 

• Conserve a network of shoreline, riparian and wetland areas 
for water quality, public access and recreation.  Purchase public 
land for recreation and protect natural resources from further 
development; expand green infrastructure. 
 

• Expand community involvement in environmental issues – 
promote local field trips, onsite underwater and freighter cameras, service 
projects for schools, and volunteer restoration and monitoring programs. 

2) Coastal Lands 
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National Conservation Easement Database (NCED) 



Observations 

• Relatively little public land 
• Relatively few development restrictions on 

private land (easements) 
• Coastline includes 49 public beach access sites 

and 39 private beaches.   
– 57% of beaches are public in Thumb; 72% are public 

statewide  
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Lots to Preserve and Promote 
• Unique habitats 

– Beach ridge and swale habitat 
– Tallest dunes on Lake Huron 
– Ravines and stream mouths 
– Intact forest 
– Streams and drainage corridors 

• Bird migration stop over points 
– Raptors, songbirds, waterfowl 

• Extensive wetlands 
• Green space and access for recreation  

– kayaking, birding trail, hiking, fishing, biking 
routes, beach access, heritage route 
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Coastal Access 

 



Coastal Access Points 

• Park or harbor, at least every 7 miles. 
Residential in between. How long to travel 
between access points? 
– Drive: 8-9 min (50 mph) 
– Bike: 28-42 min (10-15 mph) 
– Run: 50-70 min (6-8 mph) 
– Kayak: 105-210 min  (2-4 mph) 

 

Status and 
Trends 

Goals and 
Barriers Options Tools and 

Resources 
Current 
Projects 



What is in between access points? 



Challenges 
• Small land conservancies, little information about 

protection options. 
• Desire to limit foot or bike traffic near property. 
• Farm land prices and productivity is up, eager to use 

all land right up to the edge of drains and creeks. 
• Much of the coast is privately owned – small 

residential lots, homeowner associations. 
• Relatively little online about recreation and nature in 

the Thumb. 
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• Conservation Easements 
– Maintain private ownership, restrict future development 
– Wide range of specifications possible 
– Tax incentives 
– Sell development rights to state 
– A good option for residential, farmland, municipal land, camps homeowner 

associations 

• Land donations 
• Land purchase 
• Land banks 
• Regulations for wetlands, drainage corridors, bottomlands 
• Town or county ordinances 
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Options for Land Protection 



Land Conservancies 
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- Legal advice for protection 
- Hold or enforce easements 
- Care for land as sanctuaries 
- Education 



Recent Land 
Purchase - WI 

• Public access was one of the key goals for 
Dick Baudhuin in deciding to sell his 
portion to the land trust. 

• The state Stewardship land conservation 
program contributed $617,500  

• The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service paid the 
other half.  

• The final price was based on an appraisal. 
• The land trust intends to transfer 

ownership to state DNR  
• Land trust will establish and maintain 

hiking trails and remove invasive, 
nonnative plants. 

 



Prioritizing Conservation 

• High biodiversity   
• Protects water quality – 

wetland, riparian 
• Migratory routes 
• Recreational access 
• Connected natural areas 
• In danger of development 
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Mapping Resources 
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• EMCOG – Saginaw Bay Coastal 
Resource Guide 

• Conservation and Recreation Land 
Database 

• NOAA – Habitat planner 
• Lake Huron Biodiversity Conservation 

Strategy 
• Rapid assessments 

• Citizens, Thumb Land Conservancy 
 

• Sea Grant is doing preliminary work this 
summer to prioritize conservation areas 



• Special agreements with camps – 
seasonal access, off season programs 

• Public right of way added to private 
land 

• Add a picnic table to private land or 
business property 

• “Bikers welcome” signs 
• Utility line corridors, old rail road tracks 
• Block parties, street fairs 
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Tactical, Renegade,  
Non-traditional Options 



Promote Greater Use 
• Under utilized access points 

– Road ends 
– Road – stream crossings 
– Below the ordinary high water mark 
– State Game and Wildlife Areas 
– Sanctuaries or land with easements 

• More information about recreational access 
– Birding trail 
– Kayaking app 
– Etc. etc. 
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“I want an outdoor recreation route!”  



Outreach Resources 
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• EMCOG 
• Michigan Sea Grant 
• MI Great Bay 
• Thumb Area Tourism Council 
• Bluewater CVB 
• Combine forces! 

• Birding trail 
• Art trail 
• Heritage route 
• Water trail 
• Bike Trail  



• Youth stewardship projects 
– Environmental 
– Historical preservation 
– Tourism and Rec 

development 

• Volunteer monitoring 
• Field trips – kids and adults 
• Homeowner education 
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Community Involvement 



• Youth stewardship  - ask Sea Grant 
• Volunteer monitoring - talk to MiCorp 
• Homeowner education – partner with Land conservancies 
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New Tools and Resources from 
this Project 

• Mini-report: Tools for Land Conservation 
• Grant summary 
• Coastal management proposal – birding and 

fishing access guide 
• Preliminary work on prioritization process, gap 

analysis and site assessments (summer) 
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Discussion 
• Conserve a network of shoreline, riparian and wetland areas for water 

quality, public access and recreation.  Purchase public land for recreation and 
protect natural resources from further development; expand green infrastructure. 

• Expand community involvement in environmental issues – promote local 
field trips, onsite underwater and freighter cameras, service projects for schools, 
and volunteer restoration and monitoring programs. 

Options: 
• Easements, purchase or regulations 
• Promote under used public areas 
• Create public access on private land 
• Promote recreation opportunities  
• Youth stewardship projects, homeowner 

education, volunteer monitoring 
 Status and 

Trends 
Priorities 

and Barriers Options Tools and 
Resources 

Current 
Projects 



Current Project Highlight 

• State Park Strategic 
Planning Efforts – Kim 
Kaufmann  
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Greenways, Waterways, and Trails 

    Michigan Trails and Greenways
    Alliance (MTGA) MTGA describes itself as 
“a       non-profit organization that shall foster and 
facilitate the      creation of an interconnected statewide system of 
trails       and greenways for recreation, health, 
transportation, economic development and environmental/cultural 
preservation purposes.” People working and volunteering with MTGA 
envision the state of Michigan being covered by a system of trails that 
connects people in both urban and rural areas to open spaces near their 
homes. Trails can support biking, hiking, snowmobiling, and kayaking. 

Whenever possible, MTGA works to connect already established trails. 
For example, the proposed Lake to Lake Route (above) connects South 
Haven to Port Huron using a number of existing bike trails. 

Image found at: http://www.michigantrails.org/  

Tip of the Thumb Heritage Water Trail 

The Tip of the Thumb 
Heritage Water Trail is a 103 
mile long water trail running 
along Lake Huron’s shoreline 
in Huron, Tuscola and 
Sanilac counties with 34 
access points. Set up by a 
non-profit citizen’s 
organization, Tip of the 
Thumb Heritage Water Trail 
benefits from donations 
from the public. The website 
provides a lot of information 
for each site, including 
restroom availability, 
lodging in the area, and 
restaurants. 
 

Sleeping Bear Heritage Trail: This recently approved trail serves as an 
excellent example of the possibilities available for multi-use land trails and 
funding in Michigan. Upon its completion, it will be 27 miles along and for 
most of its length, run parallel to existing highways and roads, connecting 
major park attractions and local communities. The total project is expected 
to cost around $10 million, but it has already received $6 million from public 
sources and nearly $1 million from private donors. 

Image found at: http://thumbtrails.com/maps.html  

Image found at:  http://sleepingbeartrail.org/ 
 

http://www.michigantrails.org/
http://thumbtrails.com/maps.html
http://sleepingbeartrail.org/


About to celebrate its 40th anniversary, Little Traverse Conservancy is 
one of the oldest conservancy agencies in Michigan. While not 
specifically working in the Lake Huron area, this large organization has a 
number of resources that are useful for other conservancies and the 
general public. Their website includes an interactive map (pictured 
below) locating their 164 nature preserves. 

Little Traverse Conservancy also focuses much of its effort on education, 
with specific programs for preschoolers, high school groups, adults and 
families.  

Image found at: http://landtrust.org/NaturePreserves/NewWebMap/preservemap.htm   

Conservancies can play an important role in 
the preservation of land in Michigan. While 
much of Northern Michigan is covered by 
federally and state-owned preservation 
areas, much of the Thumb is unprotected.  
 
Conservancies provide technical and legal 
resources for private landowners seeking to 
permanently conserve their land. Many 
conservancies provide public education 
programs, with the belief that spending more 
time in nature builds appreciation, respect, 
and stewardship. 

Land Conservancies 

Images adapted from: 
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/nort
hamerica/unitedstates/michigan/howwework/carl
_lp.pdf  

http://landtrust.org/NaturePreserves/NewWebMap/preservemap.html
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/michigan/howwework/carl_lp.pdf
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/michigan/howwework/carl_lp.pdf
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/michigan/howwework/carl_lp.pdf


Image found at:  http://sblc-mi.org/aboutus.asp 

With their work focused mostly right on coastal areas of the Saginaw Bay, 
this conservancy does some work in the Thumb area. In addition to 
supporting land donations and conservation easements, this organization 
owns nine nature preserves.  

Conservation Easements: Conservation easements create a legally enforceable land preservation agreement between a 
landowner and a government agency or a qualified land protection organization (e.g., land trust or conservancy). The land 
remains in the hands of the original property owner, but development and certain activities are restricted.  The specific 
restrictions created by an easement can vary widely.  The Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy provides a detailed FAQ 
section on their website (http://sblc-mi.org/landprotectiontools.asp) on conservation easements.  

The Thumb Land Conservancy (TLC) is dedicated to “to filling the gap of natural 
area preservation in Michigan's Thumb.” The Conservancy believes that while 
much of the Thumb has been degraded by agriculture and urban development, 
this makes the remaining natural areas even more valuable. Just opened in 
2008, the organization is a newer, smaller conservancy trying to grow while 
taking care of the three preserves it manages. 

Image found at: http://www.Thumbland.org/  

Other conservancies working in or near 
the Thumb area: 
• Great Lakes Bioregional Land 

Conservancy (Lapeer and nearby 
counties) 

• Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy 
(Livingston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, 
St. Clair, Washtenaw and Wayne 
counties) 

• The Conservation Fund  
 (National organization that has done 

work in the area) 
• Little Forks Conservancy  
 (Located in Midland, its work is focused 

on the Tittabawassee River Watershed, 
which feeds into the Saginaw River.) 

• North Oakland Headwaters 
Conservancy (Focuses mostly in NW 
Oakland County) 

http://sblc-mi.org/aboutus.asp
http://sblc-mi.org/aboutus.asp
http://sblc-mi.org/aboutus.asp
http://sblc-mi.org/landprotectiontools.asp
http://sblc-mi.org/landprotectiontools.asp
http://sblc-mi.org/landprotectiontools.asp
http://sblc-mi.org/landprotectiontools.asp
http://sblc-mi.org/landprotectiontools.asp
http://sblc-mi.org/landprotectiontools.asp
http://sblc-mi.org/landprotectiontools.asp
http://sblc-mi.org/landprotectiontools.asp
http://sblc-mi.org/landprotectiontools.asp
http://www.thumbland.org/
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