
Michigan Sea Grant uses research, outreach, and education to protect the Great Lakes and ensure sustainable use of 
these critical resources. We fund research projects and graduate fellowships that investigate pressing challenges affecting 
coastal ecosystems and communities. We bring together regulators, scientists, policymakers, and community members 
to develop science-based solutions to environmental issues. We also help K-12 students and their educators connect 
with the Great Lakes through classroom activities, workshops, lectures, camps, and field trips. 

The Great Lakes — Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie, and Ontario, along with their connecting channels — form the 
largest surface freshwater system on earth. Michigan sits at the heart of that system, surrounded by four of the five lakes.

Michigan Sea Grant is a cooperative program of the University of Michigan, Michigan State University, and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), with offices in Lansing, Ann Arbor, and coastal communities 
around the state. We work with a network of partners at federal, state, local, and individual levels to achieve our goals. 

What is Michigan Sea Grant?

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Here are a few of the ways we’re making a difference for the Great Lakes:

REGIONAL FISHERY WORKSHOPS 
Annual fishery workshops provide 

recreational anglers and commercial 
fisheries with regionally tailored 

information and community 
science opportunities.

MICHIGAN CLEAN MARINA
The Michigan Clean Marina 

certification program helps marinas and 
boaters choose Great Lakes-friendly 

boating facilities and practices. 

SEAFOOD SAFETY TRAINING
Seafood safety training workshops 

help fish processors learn best 
practices for handling and preparing 

seafood products. 

STUDENT RESEARCH
Internships and fellowships support 

undergraduate and graduate students 
pursuing research and hands-on 
projects about the Great Lakes.

MI PADDLE STEWARDS
The MI Paddle Stewards program 
trains people who paddle through 

Michigan’s inland and coastal 
waterways to identify, report, and 
manage aquatic invasive species.

SUMMER TEACHER INSTITUTE
Summer teacher trainings help 

educators engage K-12 students in 
place-based stewardship in their 

classrooms and communities.
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Michigan Sea Grant helps to foster economic growth and protect Michigan’s coastal, Great Lakes resources through education, research, and outreach. A collaborative effort of the University of Michigan and 
Michigan State University and its MSU Extension, Michigan Sea Grant is part of the NOAA-National Sea Grant network of 34 university-based programs.

MICHU-20-717

PART OF A BROAD NETWORK
Michigan Sea Grant is one of 34 federally funded Sea Grant programs located in coastal states around the country. 
We work closely with other NOAA-funded regional partners like the Great Lakes Environmental Research Lab, the 
Cooperative Institute for Great Lakes Research, and more.

Our educators are part of Michigan State University Extension. They live in coastal communities and apply research, run 
educational activities, and unite stakeholder groups in communities across Michigan’s coasts. Read about our educators’ 
latest projects in our online Newsroom and Upwellings newsletter.

Michigan Sea Grant is funded by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration and the State of Michigan.

Michigan State University and the University of Michigan are 
equal opportunity/affirmative action institutions.
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Upwellings is published by Michigan Sea Grant, a collaborative effort of the University of Michigan and Michigan State University  
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EXTENSION EDUCATORS
Tyler Augst 
Educator, Government & 
Community Vitality, Paw Paw 
(269) 657-8213 
augsttyl@msu.edu

Mary Bohling 
Southeast District, Detroit 
(313) 410-9431 
bohling@msu.edu

Mark Breederland 
Northwest District,  
Traverse City 
(231) 922-4628 
breederl@msu.edu 

Meaghan Gass 
Saginaw Bay District 
Bay City (989) 895-4026 
Standish (989) 846-4111 
gassmeag@msu.edu

Martha Gerig 
Upper Peninsula,  
Negaunee and Escanaba 
(906) 315-2662 
gerigmar@msu.edu

Lauren Jescovitch 
Upper Peninsula,  
Houghton and Hancock 
(906) 482-5830 
jescovit@msu.edu

Elliot Nelson 
Eastern Upper Peninsula,  
Sault Ste. Marie 
(906) 635-2845 
elliotne@msu.edu

Dan O’Keefe 
Southwest District, West Olive 
(616) 994-4572 
okeefed@msu.edu

Brandon Schroeder 
Northeast District, Alpena 
(989) 354-9885 
schroe45@msu.edu

EAST LANSING OFFICE
Michigan State  
University Extension 
(517) 353-9748

Bill Taylor 
Associate Director  
and Professor 
taylorw@msu.edu

Heather Triezenberg 
Extension Specialist and  
Program Leader 
vanden64@msu.edu

Cindy Hudson 
Extension Program  
Communications Manager 
hudsoncy@msu.edu

Vanessa Pollok 
Administrative Assistant 
pollokv@msu.edu

ANN ARBOR OFFICE
University of Michigan 
(734) 763-1530

Tom Johengen 
Director 
johengen@umich.edu

Catherine Riseng 
Assistant Director, 
Research Program Manager 
criseng@umich.edu

Geneva Langeland 
Communications Editor 
genlang@umich.edu

Elyse Larsen 
Fiscal Officer 
elarsen@umich.edu

Todd Marsee 
Senior Graphic Designer 
marsee@umich.edu

Elizabeth Striano 
Communications Lead 
estriano@umich.edu

ANN ARBOR NOAA
Great Lakes 
Environmental 
Research Laboratory 
(734) 741-2235

Austin Bartos 
GLANSIS Research 
Associate 
abartos@umich.edu

El Lower 
GLANSIS Research Associate 
ellower@umich.edu

Rochelle Sturtevant 
GLANSIS Program Manager  
Rochelle.Sturtevant@noaa.gov

Chiara Zuccarino-Crowe 
Great Lakes Outreach Specialist 
Chiara.Zuccarino-Crowe@noaa.gov

MICHIGAN SEA GRANT  
OFFICE LOCATIONS

http://michiganseagrant.org/research

